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With an Account of their Baſe Cheats, eſpe; 
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A TRUE 
Character of Popery 


e do not find that God ever owned above two Religions in the World, 

WW the one of Ceremonies, the other wichout, The firſt diQared 
to Moſes by God himſelt ; which tho it conſiſted of ſeveral peculiar Rites, 
Oblations and Ceremonies, yet was their inſtitution grounded upon Reaſon, 
beingeither Remembrances of their Deliverances, or Types and Significations 
of the great Sacrifice which was to come, inſomuch that God did not require 
of the Jews to have my other Gods but bim, bur for a particular Ress 


ſon- : 

The ſecond Religion was that which the corequal Son of God firſt taught in 
Fadea, and commanded his Diſciples to ſpread over the World, A Religion 
plain and Simple, and, as I may ſay, without Welt or Guard, bur ſo full of 
Truth and Sincerity, ſo full of vertuous precepts, all tending ro make Men 
bappy both in this and the other Life, that it may truly be ſaid to have deſcen- 
ded from Heaven, and to have been the untainted DoArine of 2 moſt perfe& 
Deity. Now as no Government can ſubliſt without Religion z we thoughe 
our (elves the moſt happy people in the World, when once reform'd, not only 
to the Proteſtant Religion, which is that which comes neareſt to the Rules of 
Sacred Inftitation, bur to the moſt refined Exerciſe of the proteſtant Religion, 
now prafis'd in the World ; W herein there is neither DefeR of Devorion 
nor redundances of Superſtition, I Decency with Gravity, a Decorum a= 
voiding the Morofeneſs of a Clowoiſh Behaviour to the Soveraign of Heaven... 
No Superſtitions afluwing to its ſelf a Santity above others, but: a piecy wid ; 
charity grounded upeo, and warranted by Scripture, without: which all Relis;: 
gion is but a ſeeming, and no true Religion. | +>, 

For this Reaſon it was, that the Author of this'enſaing paper, a perſon, of 
no leſs piety and Learning than Sharpneſs of Wit and-Soundneſs of udgment, | 
wrote with ſuch an Abhorrence as he does of the popiſh Religicn, if ie may © 
| . deſervegpbe call'd a Religion, as the o___ wall obſerves ; and [that he”'- 
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{aboured to ſet it forth in its-properColours,as if he had intended it as his laſt Le» 
- pxcy to this Nation, to ſhew how ruinous it would be to us, ſhould we be a- 
in compell'd to imbrace it ; and with the Dog be conftrained to return to our 
ormer Vomit: And as it were Prophe ically to let us underſtand what z De- 
liverance G O D has been pleaſed co b'e'; us withal , in ſo larely freeing the 
Kingdom from that Inundation of Antic*riftian Pump and Vanity,and Cheats 
of Romiſh Superſtition, which was about to have overwhelmed it. *Tis trae, 
the Touches are bold; but ic is a Deſcription ro the Life: And bold Strozks 
in Painting are many times more grateful to the Eye and Mafter-like, than the 
ſmooth To"chesx of an effeminsre Pencil, For which Reaſon it was thoughe 
expedient to abſtrat theſe few Pages from the reſt of the Treatiſe, and ro 
 hangthem up in the Face of rhe Nation, as the moſt lively PiRure of the Sen- 
| ſuality, Vanity and Treachery , of the Romith Profeſſion” The Words 
themſelves are theſe, In ſhort, ſays he, there is nothing comes nearer ja Go 
vernment to the Divine PcrteAion, than where the Monarch, 2s with us, en+» 
joys a Capacity of doing all the Good imaginable to Maokind, under diſabili» 
gies to all that is evil. 

And as we are thus happy in the Conſtitution of our State, ſo are 
we yet more bleſſed in that of our Church ; being free from that 
Romi(bh Yoke, which ſo great a part of Chr.ſtendom do yet draw and 
Jabour under, That Popery is ſuch a thing as cannot, bur for want 
of a Word to expreſs it,be called a Religion : Nor is it to be men- 
- tioned with that Civility which is otherwiſe decent to be uſed, in 
ſpeaking of the Differences of Humane Opinion about Divine Mat- 
ters. Were it either open Judaiſm, or plain Turkery, or honeſt 
Paganiſm,there is yet a certain Bona Fides in the extravagant Belief, 
and Sincerity of an.erroneous Profeſſion may render it more pardons 
_ able: Bat.his is a Compound of all the Three, an excraR of what- 
loever is moſt 'Ridiculoas and Impious in them, incorporated with 
more pen apices of its own, in'which thoſe were deficieaty 
andall chis deliberately contrived, knowingly carried on by the bold 
Impoſture of Prieſtsg he Nang Chriſtianity, The Wil. 
\dom of this fitck Religion, {and'infoleaceft Arcempt vpon 
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the Credulity of Mankind ſeems to me (though not ignorant other- 
wiſe of Times, Degrees and Methods of its Progreſs) principally 
to have conſiſted in their owning the Scriptures to be the Word of 
| GoJ, and the Rule of Faith and Manners, but in prohibiting of 
f# the ſame their common Uſe, orthe Reading of them in pub- 
lick Churches, but in a Latin, Tranſlation to the Vulgar : There 
being no better or mote rational way to fruſtrate the very Deſign of 
the great Inſticuror of Chriſt:anity, who firſt planted it by the extra- 
ordinary Giit of Tongues, than to forbid the uſe even of the ofrdi- 
nary Languages. For having thus a Book,which is univerſally a- 
vowed to be of Div.ne Authority, but Sequeſtring ir only into ſuch 
Handsas were entruſted in the Cheat, they had the Opportunity to 
Vitiate, Suppreſs or Interpret to their own profit theſe Records by 
which the poor People hold their Salvation. And this neceſſary 
Point being once gained, there was thence forward nothing ſo mon=» 
| ſtruous co Realon, fo abhorring fromMorality,or ſo contrary to Scrip= 
| ture which they might not in prudence adventure on,-- The Ido. 
latry ( toralas it is neither better nor worſe) of Adoringand Pray- 
ing to Saints and Angels, of Worſhipping Pi&ures , Images and 
$ Relics, incredible Miracles and palpablg Fables to promot that Ve- 
' neration. The whole Liturgy and W&rſhip of the Bleſſed Virgin, | 
The ſaying of Pater Nofter's and Creeds, to the honour of Saints, 
and of Ave Mary's too, not to, her honour, bur of others, The« 
publick Service, which they can ſpare ro God among ſo many Com- 
petirors, in an unknown Tonguezand intangled with ſuchYeſtments, 
Conſecrations, Exorciſms, W hiſperings, Sprinklings, Cenfings 
and Phancaſtical Rites, Geſt:cularions, and Removals,. ſo unbeleenting a Chris 
; Rtian Office, that it repreſents rather the Pranks and C nies of Juglers and 
' Conjurers, the refuſal of the Cup to the Laity, , Thewmeceſſity of the Prieſts 
» Intention to make any of theirSatraments cheirClergyfrom 
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above all their other Devices, that Tranſubſtantial SaZaciſm z whereby that 
# olorified Body, which at the ſame time they allow to be in Neaven, is Sold a- 
| gain, and Crucified daily pon all the Altars of their Communion. For, GOD 
indeed may now and then do a Miracle, but a Romiſh Prieſt can,it ſeems worke 
in one Moment a Thouſand Impoſlibilities. Thus by a new and Antiſcriptural 
Belief, compiled of Terrours ro the Phanſie, Contradictions to Senle, and Im- 
poſitions on the underſtanding, their Laicy have turned Tenants for their Souls, 
and in Conſequence Tributary for their Eſtates to a more than Omnipo- 


tent Prieſthood» 
I muſt Indeed do them that RIzht to avow, that out of equitable Confideration, and Re. 


compenſe of ſo falthful a Slavery,they have diſcharged the People frum #ll other Services and 
Dependance, Infranchifed them from all Duty ro Gud or Mar; in ſo much that their fevercſe 
and more learned Dlvjnacs, their Governours of Conch: ricetiuve fo well Inſtruſted chem in all 
the Arts of Circumventing their Neighbour, ard of Colluding with Beavenz that were the 
Scholars as apt as thelr Teachers, there would have been long fince an end of all ci{ther true 
Piety or common Honeſty ; and nothing left amung them but aurhorized Hypocrifie, Licen- 
thouſneſſe and Knavery ; had not the natural worth ct the becter ſort, and the good Simpli- 
chy of the Meaner, in great meaſure preſerycd th:m. For nothing indecd, bur an extra» 
ordinary Temper and Ingenuity of Spirir, and that roo :fliited by a Diviner Influence, could 
| Poſſibly reſtrain thoſe within any the Terms or Laws ofHu:nenity,who at the ſame time own the 
| D2o&rhae of cheir Caſuits, or the Authority of the Pope, as it is by him claimed and exerciſed, 
 Heby his Indulgences delivers Souls out of the palns of the other World : So chat who would 
| refuſe to be vicious here, upon ſo good Security, He by his Diſpenſation annuls ContraRs 
berwixt Man and Man, diſſolves Oaths between Princes, or berwixt them and their People, 
| and gives Allowance in Caſes which God and Nature prohibits. He, as Clerk of the $pj- 
| ritual Marker, hath ſer a Rate upon all Crimes : The more flagitious they are and abominable, 
| the better Commodities, and Men pay only an higher price as for greater Rarities. $0 that 
| Ir ſeems as if the Commands of God had been invented mecrly toereR an Office for the 
| Pope ; the worſe Chriftians Men arc, the better Cuſtomers : And this Rome does by the 
ſame policy People Its Church, as the Pagan Rome did the City, by opening a SanRuary to all 
MalefaQors. And why nor, if his power be jndced of ſuch Vertue and Extent, as is by him 
challenged ? That he 1s the Ruler over Angels, Purgatory, and Hell. That his Tribunal and 
Gods arc all one; That all that God, he can do, Cleve non errante, and what he docs is 
as GOD, and not as Man. That hes the Univerſal Head of the Church, the ſole Interpres 
ter of Scripture, and Judge of Controverfie. That he is above General Councils. That his 
power is Abſolute, and his Decrees infallible, That he can change the very Nature of 
things, making what 1s Juſt, ro be Unjuſt, and what is Vice to be Vertue, That all Laws are 
In the Cabiner of his Ereaft. Thar he can Difpenſe with the New Teſtament to the great 
Injury of the Devils. That he js fill Monarch of th-oWorld, and that he can Diſpoſe of 


Kingdoms and Empires as he pleaſes; which things belong granted, that Stile of 


Optimum, Maximum,& Supremum Numen in Terris, of that of Dominus Dex noſter,Papa, was no 
ſuch- extraordinary ſtroke of Courtſhip, as we reckoned ; But it was rather a 
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gre: clowaiſhneſs ln him that treated ſo mighty a Prince under the fimple 
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Title of Vice Deas, The Exerciſe of lis Dominion is in all poinrs ſuitable 
to this his pretence, He antiquates the Precepts of Chrift, as things only 
of good Advice, not commanded : But mike it a mortal fingeven to doubc 
of any part of his own Religion, and Demands, under pain of Damnation, 
the SubjeRion of all Chriſtians co his Papal Authority z The denying of ewo 
things lo Realcnable as blind Obedience to his power, and an Inplicic Faith 
to his Do&rine, being the moſt unpardonable Crime under his diipenſatie 
on. He has indeed of late been ſomewhat more retentive than formerly, as 
to his F:culty of diſpoſing of Kingdoms, the thing not having ſucceeded 
well with bim in ſcme Inſtances ; But he lays the fame claim till, continues 
the ame inclination, and though Velvet- Headed hath the more Ich co the 
puſhing: And howeverin order to any occaſion, he keeps himſelt in breath 
always by curfing one Prince or other upon every Munday, Thurſday : Noc is 
there any, whether Prince or Nation, that Difſents from his Ulurpations, 
but are marked out under the notion of Hereticks to Ruine and Deſtrultiong 
whenſoever he (ball give the Signal. That Word of Herefie miſapplyed, hath 
ſerved him for ſo many Ages to juftifie all the Executions, Afſaſlinations, Warfs 
Maſſacres and Devaftations, whereby his Faith hath been propogated ; of 
which our Times alſo have not wanted Examples, and more is tobe expeged 
for the future. For by how much any thing is more falſe and unreaſonable, 
it requires more cruelty to eſtabliſh it : Aad co introduce that which is ab= 
ſurd, there muſt be ſomewhat done that is barbarous, Burt nothing of any 
SeA in Religion can be more recommended by all theſe Qualities thay the 
Papacy. The Pagans are excuſable by their natural Darkneis, without Re- 
velation, The Jews are tolerable, who lee not beyond the Old Teſtament. 
Mabomet was fo honeſt as to owne what he would be at, that he himſelf was 
the greateſt Prophet, aid that his was a Religion of the Sword. So that theſe 
were all, as I may ſay, of another Allegiance, andif Enemies, yet 'no Tray- 
tors : Bur the Pope avowing Chriftianity by profeſſion, doth in Dod&rine 
and practice renounce it; And preſuming to be the only Catholick, does 

erlecute thoſe to the Death, who dare worſhip. the Author of their Religie 
on, inſtead of hjs pretended Vicegerent; | 

And yet there is nothing more evident, norwithfianding his moſt notorious Forgerles, 
and” Falſificarion of all Writers, than that the Pope wasfor ſeveral Hundred 
Yeats an honeſt Biſhop, as other Men are , and neyer(o much as dreamed npon rhe feven 
Hills, of that Univerſal power , which he is now come to , Nay z Was the firſt that oppoſed 


any ſuch preteotion, But ſome of them, art laſt, growing wiſer, by ſoifiliog a counterfeit 


Donation of Contentine, and wrieiting another Donation from our Saviour , advanced ew 
eivce 
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Never wisa Biſhoprick and a Verſe of Scripture (o = by - on, 2» A A 
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rhemſelves adored, and with great Jubclee, brought forth to the _"_ to Worſhip, Nor. 
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